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Subſcribing Miniſter's 
RE A SONS, &c. 


HE preſent unbapty Divifims a- 
i mong the London Minis Te&sS, 
i are a daily and very grievous Aſ- 

I giction to us: And the more ſo, 
l becauſe of the Occaſon of them; as 
our Brethren have ſeen fic to inti- 
3 == matc, that the Senſe of the World 
iu this Matter is the true Sate of our Caſe, 

In the Preface to their True Relation, they ſay, The 
World "needs. nat be told ' what Contentions have bien in 
Herter, about the Dofirine of the Bleſſed Trinity, 8. 
And then they begin their next Paragraph thus, The 
brethen an one Side, have publiſb d their Account, 

aamediately referring to #4 in London, after 
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they bad ſpoken of the Contentiqns abont gg 7 
EE GORE Fel 
Now, in beginning their Vindication, they (iy 
The World is not Ignorant of the preſent tube 
0 py Divifions among the London Miniſters, and the 
. Decafion of them.” They are ſtill for encouraging 
the World to go on in their commonly received E. 
ror, That the Grand Cauſe of our Diviſions is, B. 
lieving, or not Believing, the Scripture Doctrine of 
the Trinity. And we cannot help obſerving, That 
they have_never once, in All;they have printed, ſaid 
any thing to take of thoſe falſe Aſpesſions which ar 
thrown upon us. They ſhew thewſelyes maniſeſi 
more concerned, to repreſent their own Conduct to 
Advantage, even in every Step of it, than to ſecure 
the Uſeſulneſs and Reputation of Any who have di- 
fered from them. F 3 
Could not Fhey have publiſh'd their True Rela 
tion, and, inſtead of the Letter from Exeter, (which 
we cannot think reflects any great Honour upon 
them) have added their Reaſons for Subſcribing ; 1 
we had done ours for not Subſcribing ; and ſo have 
left the World to Judge betwixt us, without giving 
any further Trouble? What need was there to « 
as They have done? Yes; our Advices muſt be 
canvaſs'd, our Reaſous mnſt be anſwered, and | 
fort, we mult ſtill be treated as Thoſe who are tt 
gave no one Conceſſion made us; no nor ſo much a 
common Juſtice done us, in having one fair and op 
 zAcknowledgment'drop from their Pen, that we al 
not contending with them ' about the Doctrine to 


— 


A n x 
What if we had begun our Anthentick Account i 
ter their Manuer of Prefacing their True Relatin 
Would they not have greatly reſented it? And ye 
had we been no more tender of Them, than theyar 
ol Us, we could eaſily have writ in ſuch a $i 3 
this; x) The World needs not now be told ul 
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Content ions have been at Exeter and other Places, 
« about the Doctrine of the Sufficiency of the Scripture, 
« to declare, and in proper Words to ſettle Articles of 
« Faith, and to be the ouly Standard of Truth in Mas» 
« gert of pure Revelation; and what Influence they 
« have had upon the Peace and Union ſo long en- 
joy d among Diſſenters. The World is not Ig- 
„ norant of the preſent uphappy Diviſions among 
« the London Miniſters, and the Occaſion of them“ 
But here let us beg of our Brethren to conſider 
how theſe Diviſions come to be ſo unbappy? There 
might have been Difference without Dividing : There 


might have been Dividing without Animefity and 


Paſſion, and conſequent Exmity. We know no good 
Reaſon why Miniſters may not divide upon a Que 
ſion about the Expediency of a Thing, or about the 


Manner and Wordim of a Declaration, without any 


ill Conſequences ; and come together again as other 
Bodies, and Aſſemblies of Men are us'd to do; and 
we did not imagine that any would have ſhewn 
Themſelves by a Temper and Spirit which ſhould 
have rendered this ſo. impraQticable.  ' | 
But to be plain, the Occaſion of theſe Diviſions, 
was, our Brethren's OrrzrinG an Humane Com- 
pplition as a Teſt of Orthodoxy, even after many 
of us proteſted againſt any ſuch Thing, as deroga- 
ting, in our Eſteem, from the Sufficiency of the Serip- 
twes; And the unhappy Uſe that has ſince been 


made of Their Subſcribing, we find to be the great 


Occaſion of fomenting and continually widening 
our Diviſions. But, either our Subſcribing was a 


Matter of Liberty, ar apt! If not; then the Charge 


pf Impoſition is owned, and our Refuſal juſtified up» 
on all the Principles that are Chriſtian and Prote« 


fant; If we were at Liberty; then our chooſing to 


li alone that Subſcription, ſhould not have made 
pur. Brethren break. fram us; nor ſhould they have 


lowed any tg revile us for. it, when they: could 
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und might” have hindered them. They ſhould bare 
done us the Juſtice 8 out every where to their 
Friends, and to the Worl, 
that They had taken the Liberty to Subſcribe certain 
Humane Explications of the Docttine of the T xx. 
-TY, which, ſpeaking their Seuſe, they thought they 
had a Right to do; and that others of their Brethren, 
had made uſe of their Liberty to declate, they woull 
only Subſcribe the Words of Scripture as a Teſt or 
Witneſs of their Faith; but that in their Sentiment 
concerning the Doctrine of the TxINrrty, there 
was 2 profeſs d Agreement. Thus much we did 
profeſs, and this we do profeſs; and therefore in- 
fiſt upon it, as our Brethren will anſwer it to Their 
apd Our common Eo k D, that they do not inſinu- 
ate any thing to the contrary, or encourage any 
ſuch Inſinuations againſt us. And we hope, that, 
after ſo free and open a Declaration as this, none 
will eſteem the Books publiſh'd to Sate and Defend 
the Dotirine of the Trinity, as being writ againſt Us, 
any more than againſt the Subſcribers themſelves. 
Anather Thing, we muſt take Notice of, that 
greatly added to the Unhappineſi of our Diviſions; 
namely, our Brethren's refuſing to come in to the 
F-nſe eren of our /aſt Anitle, That fince we 
* could not agree in the ſame Meaſures of ConduF, 


% we ſhould however maintain Friendſhip and 


« Communion with one another, notwithſtanding. 
It is the Poſtponing of that Propoſal, and Adjourn- 


Diviſions to ſuch a lamentable Height. 
Out Brethren' may judge from hence, how an open 
Rupture might have been prevented: And ſince it has 
not, they may alſo ſee how it may be healrd and 
made up; and we hope that will be an Occafion 
ob great Rejoheing to them. 1 
A for cuurratiꝶ rhe Nice of this Rupture from tht 


Publirk ; our Brethten well know, how wud Hers 


rid ſuch an Account as this, 


ing fine die, (i. e. rejedting u,) that has cartied out 
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us ſuffered by the Falſe Aarnunta, which were 
read Abroad concerning us, and that therefars. 
we were neceſſitated in Juſtice to our ſelves, to pits 
i ſomething Authentic: And we hope it will aps 
pear, that we have publiſhed nothing but what we 
ue well able to juſtify and defend. "379011 mi 


We ſhall reſerve the Defexce of our Advices, aud 
of cur Reaſons for not Subſcribing, to à Paper by it (elf 3 
And ſhall only, at preſent, take the Freedom of 
Cons1DERING the Force of our Brethrea's Reajſaus 
for DzCLa RING their Faith; and in other than 
Expreſs Scriptyre Words: Which yet we ſhould not 
have done, if they had not firſt publiſhꝭ d their Obſer+ 
vim on our Reaſons, | 


Ix Page + of their Viudicatioz, our Brethnen thus 
late their Fix&T Head; Rtasoas for declare 
ing our Faith at this Critical Junttyre.' 5 
2 n wiſh, in ſo critical a Mater as that 
of declaring their Faith, that our Brethren had afied 
vith a more careful Regard to fame Deffarexces; 
which they know have always been even amongſt 
the Orthodox themſelves, about the Doctrine of the 
TazinityY; and in ſo critice/ an Age and Saſan as 
tie preſent, that they wauld have made ſome Al- 
lowances for that So LR Regard to the Siriptruress 
ad thoſe carneſt Struggles for Chriſian Liam. ar 
dout which, Mens Thawobrs and C ation 
have been ſo very much taken up of late: But he-; 
der their Coudp be ſuited to ſuch a critical Jun 
Fare, we are willing to leave the Ward to judge. 


Their Reaſons thus begin; I is ang evident this 
a Seaſon wherein the Nogring of the Eaureblefed 
rr r, ang eſpecialy the :GoOpHBAD of gur Savir. 
m asus CHRIST, and g/ the HOLY Sen 18, if 


We 


i 


fange by ſome, and openty denied by others. 


1 


8 | IRE IT „ 70 the 
We are grie vd to the Heart to think how Maty 


are falſely accuſed, upon ſuch General Aſertiom and 
Infinuations as this: As if they were diſputing away 
or denying a Doctrine, which they are ever careful 
to maintain, both, in their Ex oh 
in their Sermon, and on al Occaſions which to 
them appear proper. But whoſoever ſhould be meant 
by their me and Orhers , it yet appears to us 
One of the worſt Reaſons in the World, for hay- 
ing Recourſe to Humane Teſts, to ſay, that it i; a 
Seaſon wherein the Doctrine of the Ever-bleſſed T xv 
NT #s conteſted. For nothing can give à greater 
Advantage to the Enemies of that Doctrine, than 
to act as if we either could not find it ſuficienth di- 
clared in Scripture, or could not defend it from the 
Expreſſions and Words of Scripture, without having 
Recourſe ro Humane Forms. The Arians triumph 
in ſuch a Conduct, and do every Day make their 
Advantage of it: They can tell their Diſciples, WM 
„ That They ſec the 7rinitarians are forced to have WM 
« Recourſe to their 'Catechiſms and Confeſſions 1 
% Faith ; that is to the Authority of the Church, in Ne 
Matters of Faith, tho' they refuſe their Aſſent to I 
ee the Firſt Part of the Twentieth Article of the Ne 
* Church of England, becauſe it aſſerts, that the Wu 
« Church has ſuch Authority. Theſe being our Ap- 
rehenſions, we cannot but conclude that to put WW 
à Doctrine (which we are as much concerned for à 
our Brethren) upon any other Foundation than the 
Scripture, is to betray it; e at ſuch a Seuſs 
as this, when there are ſo many Advantages to be 
taken of Mens laying ſuch a Streſs upon Humane 
Phraſes; and when it is ſo plauſible a Thing to 
ſay, This is done, becauſe the Scriptures are not thought 
of Themſelves ſufficient : Whereas we do believe tie 
are of Themſelves ſufficient to the ſettling of ili 
Point, in all its Parts, as well as others 


fons of Scripture, 


0 


- + 


The Vindication thus. goes on ; Some of Us had 
zu too juſt Ground to ſuſpect that one or more of the 
Miniſters, whoſe Caſe was under our Confideration, were 
ane into theſe Errors. * oY 
This is a Secret we were not let into. We hope 
this too juſt Ground had more Juſtice in it than the 
Managements at Exeter : And the leaſt to be imagin- 
ed from this Expreſſion, any one would think to be 
thus much; that both Sides were allowed a fair Hears ' 
in, and the Perſons ſuſpectei were treated candidly 
and honeſtly in what they had go ſay for themſelves, 
orelſe it was not too Juſt, If there was more than 
ſalcient Ground for ſuſpecting the Exeter Miniſters, 
we wonder that nothing of theſe Grounds ſhould 
de laid before our Aſſembly ; that the Opinion of 
the Miniſters at Exeter, (which as to any thing er- 
roneous was unknown to us) ſhould never once be. 
lated, and ſome of the too juſt Evidences and 
Proofs againſt them openly declared. We had no 
Right to judge the Hearts of Any; and we think 
it looks very ill, that thoſe So uE, who had too juſt 
Grunds for the Part they acted in Oppoſition to us, 1 
ſhould retain their Proofs to Themſelves, as if they . 
lid it with a Deſign to bring ſome Reproach upon 1 
w aſterward. ß 

However, we do not envy them any Knowledge 
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* 
t have of the Affairs of Exeter beyond our ſelves, 
ace after all they appear to have acted wholly up-. 


on Sſpicion : And we think that let Suſpicions be 
derer ſo juſt, yet a fair Tryal is due, even in the 
yorlt Caſe that can be ſuppoſed : This was the 
peat Aim and Defign of our Advices, that ſuch a. 
Method of Conduct might be agreed upon toward 
liole who were fallen or might fall into Error, as 
ould be juſt and becoming the Goſpel, and might 

eure the Honour of the Proteſtant Diſſenters in the 

He of the World. We 1 aaa thought that _ 
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Advices, both to Miniſters and People, as are foung. 
ed upon Scripture and Reaſon, and fuch as might 
be proper to direct our Behaviour in all Religiny, 
Controverſies whatſoever, were moſt fit for us nom to 
lay down and recommend ; without going into any 
thing that might only concern one particular Con. 
troverſy, or one Special Cafe. We did not think it 
any Part of our Buſineſs to determine whether Mr. 
Pierce and others fle were in the Right, or 
not; but to direct to ſome fit Method for the know. 
ing how their Minds ſtood, and then how to deal 
with them. And we could not think that any would 
refuſe to act regularly and juſtly when put in Mind of 
doing ſo, merely becauſe their Adviſers did not then 
ſee fit to declare themſelves in what was out of the 
Caſe of Adviſing, which was all they undertook. 
„ but tis added; The People of Exon, who were 
diſſatisfied with them, [their Miniſters, ] and were ex- 
pPecting our Advices, fignified, I hey could have but litth 
egard to any that ſhould come from Thoſe, who would 
not firſs make a Declaration of their own Faith in 
this great Dottrine. SG , 5 
Something to this Purpoſe we find in the Letr 
from 12 Gentlemen at Exon, April 11, Artes 
they had ejected their Miniſters ; and what Notice 
ſome of our Brethren might have Bzro x E-NHAMD 
to the like Effect we cannot tell; or what Repre- 
ſentations of theirs, concerning us, might occaſion 
ſuch Notices: But from hence it appears to us, that 
our Brethren did make themſelves Parties all along 
in the Exeter Proceedings; which we ſtudiouſſy + 
voided: And therefore we cannot help putting this 
„ iter to our Brethren, Have none of them raiſed 
nd promoted Uneafineſſes on purpoſe, to drive us ini 
Methods which. they had undertaken for, to that Sidt at 
Exeter, with which they are plainly found to have! 
ns and with that o x V? We think we have4 
jult Ground for putting this Queſtion, as they = 
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for any of their Suſpricions, We ſaw ſo much Reſo- 
Jution in oppoſing the Advices for Peace, and ſuch 
Attempts were made to diſparage ſome Worti Gen- 
then who brought them in, and indeed every 
Step of the Procedure was managed ſo, as made us 
zpprehend the Exeter Gentlemen, and the Subſcrib- 
ers in London, acted by the ſame Rules, and in pex- 
fe Concert. \ UG IP 

Now from what we have ſaid, the Reader may 
ſee why jt could not be obtained in One of our firs 
Meetings, That there ſbould be any Declaration inſerted 
is the Advices to be ſeut down to Exeter. We ſhall here 
only add, that to conſider of ſome Advices for Peace, 
was the very Bufineſs for which we were ſummon'd 
to meet together : And we could not imagine a 
Print of Doctrine ſhould be tried by Votes, or be 
brought into Debate in ſuch a mix d Aſſembly, and 
that even before ſome Rules for our Conduct in 
Diſputes of that Nature, ſhoyld be ſettled and a- 
greed upon. We were told, (when it was thought 
that Way of talking would put us by what we were 
ppon,) that Exeter had not ask'd our Advice, and there- 
fire we had no Call to give It; ſo that we did not at- 
tempt to calculate Advices for that Place only, but 
for al Places where Diſputes of ſuch + Moe 
might ariſe. 

Our Brethren loſing this Queſtion, of inſerting a 
DicLaRATION in the Advices, they ſay, caus d a 
prat Noiſe in this C1 TY. We muſt here rectify their 
Accounts, by aſcribing the Noiſe that was made, 
dot to a Laſs of the Queſt ion, ſo much as a miſtak- 
mg of it; which we are ſorry to ſay ſome amongſt 
themſelves gave too juſi Occaſion for. It was given out 
tut the Queſtion was carried againſt the Daftrine of 
lie Trizity, by which Means, ſerious People were 
made uneaſy, and the Arians Triumphant. But as 
v the Writings of the Arians referr'd to, They are 
lach as could no way 15 World be thought to 

2 I 
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concern us, and therefore are very improperly quoted 
in Oppoſition to us. | n 
Well, but tis alledg'd, (p. 5.) that ſome Papers 
put forth Ly thoſe of the Eſtabliſh'd Church in Deferſ 
F the Sacred T xrntTty, had openly charged the Diſ 
ſenters as being tainted with the contrary Errors, And 
Jay the Subſcribers, He had reaſon. to believe, thy 
it was expected by thoſe of the Church of England, ths 
we ſhould clear our ſelves of ſuch Imputations by givin 
ſome Publick Teſtimony of our continuing in the com- 
mon Faith. — | LIE 7 
Did not ſome Writers of the Eſtabliſb d Church 
in the laſt Reign, continually charge us with being 
Anti-monarchichal? And have not ſome zealous Ad- 
vocates for the T xiniTty charged us with damn 
ble Schiſm? Why were we not called together to 
make ſome common Declaration againſt theſe Char- 
ges, as well as required to do it againſt the preſent 
Charge of Hereſy : We think our ſelves equally 
clear of the /aſt, as of the other Charges againſt us; 
and think we have given ſufficient Proof of it too: 
But do our Brethren expect to be one Whit the 
better thought of, by thoſe Mriters, for any thing 
they can do whilſt they bear the Character of 
Proteſtant Diſſenters 2 7 


Their laſt Paragraph under this Head runs thus; 
In ſuch Circumſtances we think we ſhould not have beer 
Faithful Stewards of the Myſteries of Chriſt, nor have 
ſewn either our Love for the Truth, or a due Regard 
our own Reputation aud Uſefulneſs, or a juſt Concem 
for the Preſervation of Some, and the Sati faction i 
Others, who attend on cur Miniſtry, if we had wt 
| _—_ a free and open DecLaratioN of ol 

Faun. 1 | 
F We are amazed to ſee ſo wargafonable a Sireſs laid 
on fo very a diſputable a Thing. As if declaring 4 
his Time when we were mer ypon another Ahe 
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* Subſcribing Miniſters REASONS. 13 
was neceſſary to our being faithful Stewards of the 


Q_ 


plication of a Myſtery of Chriſt as a Standard of Faith, 
was to be the great Proof of being faithful to our 


| which we are ſure is Truth, would not prove us Lovers 


ie Men. How far the Reputation of ſome of our Bre- 
thren might be concerned in what they have done we 
will not pretend to determine; they might lie under 
ſome Obligation that we are unacquainted with; or 
they might think the Reputation of ſome amongſt 
them, not ſufficiently taken Care of, unleſs they 
could procure Diſgrace to ſome others: But however 
it be, tis certainly a moſt unhappy thing that they 
ſhould make ſuch a Declaration and Subſcription neceſſa- 
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we cannot think they had any Apprehenſions of being 
Themſelves accufed, no nor ſo much as falling under 
the leaſt Suſpicion, when they took theſe Meaſures. 
As for the Preſervation and Sati faction of any that at- 


tend their Miniſtry, we are griev'd they ſhould meet 
with People of ſuch Thoughts or Tempers as to 
{ WH require a Satisfaction in this way; or that they ſhould 


think any who are preſerved by ſuch buman Declarati- 
ons, are herein pleaſing to God or endued with a Di- 
vine and ſaving Faith 

We ſhall now turn this way of Writing, which our 


preſent our own Caſe in the preſent Differences, and 
leave it to the World to judge on which Side the 
_ Propriety of ſpeaking in ſuch a manner tru- 
y lies 


K —, . ST  - 


Matters of Divine Faith, and this ſo ſtrenuouſſy 
** inſiſted on among Proteſtant Diſſenters, cauſed a great 
" tviſe in this City, and gave great Uneaſineſs to the 
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Doors 


Myſteries of God; and to ſubſcribe an humane Ex- 


Truſt : Or as if to keep ſtrictly to the Jord of God, 


of Truth, without adding the Explications of falli- 


j to ſecure Reputation, and Uſefulneſs. Tho' after all. 


Brethren think ſo ſerviceable to their Purpoſe, to re- 


© The offer of a Subſcri ption to Human Forms ia 


Minds of many ſerious Pepple, made ſpme without | 
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Doors of Higb-flowsn Principles Inſult, as if ve 
* wanted nothing but Power to be as impoſing upon 
* one another even as the moſt rigid among Them. 
< ſelves: And before this time, in ſome of their prin. 
ted Pamphlets, they inſinuated, that the Queſtion 
ee was not ſo much about Power, as who ſhould haye 
* it. The Eyes of the High Party in the Church we 
* knew were upon us, to ſee what they could ga. 
ce ther from our Behaviour that might juſtify their own 
* impoſing Principles and Practices: The Eyes of mide. 
« rate Churchmen were upon us, to obſerve whether 
* we had any juſt Senſe of the Service done us, by 
ce ſome of the beſ# Writings, in defence of the mile 
cc Principles. 
& We had reaſon to believe it was expected bythoſe of 
« the Church of England, that we ſhould clear ourſelves 
« Of ſuch Imputations as were thrown upon us by ma. 
* ny late Writers; and give ſome publick Teſtimony of our 
« being fully and firmly perſuaded that the Bible only 
ct is the Religion of Proteſtants, of which every Man is 
tc to make his beſt, in the uſe of appointed Means; 
5 and we could no were find the ſubſcribing of Hu- 
c man invented Forms among the means that God 
„ has appointed. | 
e In ſach Circumſtances we think we ſhould not 
te have been faithful Stewards of the Myſteries of Chrif, 
tc &c. if we had not openly contended for the ſuffi 
* excy of the Scriptures to ſettle the Article of Faith 
then inſiſted on, as well as all other * | 


. II. Our Brethren produce their Rzas os for n 
king the DECLARATITION of their FAITH in other that 
expreſs Scripture Words, &c. 


We do gladly tranſcribe theſe their Conceſſions: 
Me are as free às any to own, that the ſacred , 
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44 the only and perfect Rule of Faith, and. all 
Creeds, Catechiſms, Summaries of Religion, &cc. 
of humane Compoſure, are to be taken from and examin- 
ed by them, and are to be received nv faither than they. 
gre found agreeable to them. | Wis 
They go on; He believe all the great Articles of Faith 
are ſo expreſs'd in Scripture, that Perſons of honeſt and 
ſerious Minds, who diligently read them, may under- 


fand the true Senſe and Meaning of the Holy Ghoſt 


by them, and that better Words could not be choſen to 
er that which was his Deſign inthe Revelation. 

In this laſt Clauſe our Brethren do not ſhew ſuch 
2 Freedom and Openneſs as that which they ſometimes 
boaſt of: Why could they not exprefly tell us, what 
they mean by the De/igu of the Holy Ghoſt in the Reve- 
lation ? We apprehend his Deſign was, to make known 
al things neceſſary unto Salvation; and that he did in- 
ſpire holy Men to write down the Articles of our Faith 
in ſuch Words as were molt proper to expreſs them, 
and moſt fit for us to keep to: We think his very 
Deſign in committing theſe things to wriring was, to 
deliver us from the uncertainties of Tradition; and- 
from all the Canning of thoſe who ſhould attempt ro 


draw any of Chriſt's Followers to build their Faith 
upon Man's Aathority, and upon Words of Mans in- 


venting. We take it to be the Deſign of the Holy 
Ghoſt, to gather a Church, and committing thefe lively 
Oracles to it, tounite, and preſerve, and ſanctiß it. And 
if our Brethren mean the ſame thing by the De/gn of 
| the Holy Ghoſt, we do moſt heartily rejoyce in their 
allowing, that no better Words could be chofen than 
| his: For then bis Fords we hope will at laſt anite us 
all, fince the uniting of the Church is, in aur account, 
to be conſidered as a part of his Defign in the Reve- 
lation. Theſe ÞYords of the Holy Ghoſt, than which ber- 
tr could not be choſen to anſwer his Deſign, we are 
relolved to abide by, and to acquieſce in: And if 
their Fault be, that they will not anfwer Man's De- 
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fans ſo well in Matters of Religion, we like em ne- 
ver the worſe on that account; yea, for that yery 
Reaſon, they appear to us ſtill the better Mord. 
But let our Brechren be heard in what they ſay, 
when they apparently go of from the Defign of the 
Holy Ghojt, and then they tell us; we cannot ſay, that 
be, [che H. Ghoſt} has always made uſe of the plaineſt 
Words that be poſlibly could have done to prevent the 
Cavils and Evaſions of Men of Corrupt Minds. Doc- 
rrines are ſo expreſs'd and attended with that Light aud 
Evidence there, as is ſufficient to convince and ſatisfy the 
Mind without neceſſitating Mens Belief. *G o having 
in bis Wiſdom ſeen fit to leave Room for the Tryal and 
Manifeſtation of their Integrity and Impartialitꝛ. 
We are ſorry ſuch a Paragraph as this ſhould follow 
the aforementioned Conceſſions, in which, there are 
things that appear ſo very inconſiſtent with what is 
there allowed. Before They allow, that the ſacred 
Scriptures are the only and perfect Rule of Faith; u 
they inſinuate, that other and plainer Words than thoſe 
of Scripture, may be found out to prevent the Cavils 
of Men of corrupt Minds. That is, the Scriptures 
are the ozly Rule of Faith, but other Writings may be 
joined with them, as a Rule when we have to do with 
cavilling Men : They are a perfect Rule, but they 
may be made more perfect to prevent the Cavils and 
Evaſions of Men of corrupt Minds. g 
Again, it was allowed before, that humane Com- 
poſures are to be received no farther than they are 
found agreeable to the Scriptures ; now tis infinuated, 
that humane Compoſitions are to neceſſitate Mens Be- | 
lief, which the Scripture is not pretended to do; and 
in this, they are to be received farther than is agtea 
ble to Scripture. - 
Their telling us what the Holy Ghof has not dow, WW ; 
and then arguing immediately for Mens doing it; . 
their declaring how Gop in his Wiſdom has ſeen 
fit to leave Matters of Faith, and rhen their | ö 


o * 
qretending to neceſſitate our Belief, ſeems to us 
greatly to derogate from the Per ſpicuity and Perfect i 
of the Scriptures as a Rule of Faith. 

The Holy Ghoſt (they ſay) has not always made uſe 
f the plaineſt JY/ords that he poſſibly could have dine, 
dc. To which we reply, that what he could poſli- 
bly have done, we cannot poſſibly kzow : What he has 
thought fit to do, we think fit to acguieſce in. The 

neſtion is not, whether A/ways, but whether in 
ſm? Part or other of Scripture, and in Matters neceſſa- 
ry to Salvation, which are, ouly to be underſtood 
from Revelation, the Holy Gheſt has not made uſe of 
tharer Terms than Men can ſubſtitute in their Rom? 
If the Holy Ghoſt did not ſee fit to uſe the plaineſt 
Words he poſſebly could to prevent Cavils, then we 
conclude he did not intend that they ſhould be pre- 
rented ; at leaſt he has not empower'd xs either to 
ater his Words, or to add to them in contriving 
Standards of Faith, in order to prevent them. Je 
pretend not to be wiſer than Fe #5, and therefore be- 
lieve that Men of corrupt Minds, can as eaſily find 
out Evaſſons, or raiſe Cavils againſt our Words, as 
thoſe of the Holy Ghoſt. We are perſwaded that no 
Humane Forms can ever be invented in this Caſe, 
tb ſupply what the Holy Ghoſt has not ſeen fit to do. 
DifFrines are, it ſeems, ſo expreſs'd, and attended with. 
that Light and Evidence, as is ſufficient to convince and 
ſatisfy the Mind; and with this we are therefore re- 
ſolved to be ſatisfied: And as for neceſſitating Mens 
Belief, God not having taken ſuch a Way, and Men 
laying ſo often pretended ro it in vain, we think 
the wiſeſt Courſe, is not ſo much as to im at it. 
If it beſt ſuits the Viſdom of Go p to lc Room 
for the Tryal and Manifeſtation of Mens Integrity 
and Impartiality ; we think it would be our Wiſdom, 
0 let Things ſtand as Go p has Jeft them: What 
ne himſelf has declined to do, he has empowered x0 


Man to do for him, f. e. to neceſſitate Belief other. 
C | wiſe 
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wiſe or further than He has done ; nor is it to he ;. 
magin'd God ſhould give Men Authority to judge 
where They are not able to Judge, i. e. of the [we 
grity of others Hearts, or the Impartiality of their 
Searches after Truth ; unleſs our Brethren would 
have it taken for granted, that none have ſought the 
Mind and Will of Go p, with Integrity and Inpo- 
tiality, till they have thought themſelves into their 
Seutiments. | 


But thus their Reaſoning proceeds; never ay 
had riſen up in the Chriſtian Church, perverting the 
Words of Scripture to a Senſe directly contrary to thu 
of the Holy Ghoſt, i: might not then have been ſo ne: 
ceſſary to have made uſe of other Words in declaring Al- 
ticles of Faith. But ſince the Senſe of Scripture i 
Scripture ; for the better detecting and oppoſing i 
theſe Hereſies, and for the ſatisfying People how ur 
underſtand the Words of Scripture, it has often ben 
found neceſſary to make uſe of other Expreſſions ;j—— 

No doubt, the Senſe of Scripture, and not the Wl, 
Sound of Words, is Scripture : But certainly the Scrip- 
tures were deſigned ta be a . ſtanding Rule of Faith 
to the Chriſtian Church, and that upon the Proſpet 
and Suppoſition of Mens perverting the Words, and 
corrupting the Senſe of it; and yet it has provided 
no other Rule or Standard but it ſelf. One would 
think ſuch Perverſions as are directiy contrary to the 
Words of the Holy Ghoſt, might be eaſily made to 
appear ſo: And if it do's appear that any one cui 
tradicts the plain and expreſs Declarations of Scripture, 
we ſhew in our Advices what our Judgment is con- 
cerning him. If Men have perverted or corrupted 
the Scriptures, that Perverſion or Corruption of Theits Bi; 
is the Crime; and this they ought to be made ſcn- Wl 
fible of from the Scriptures Themſelves ; and not be hi 
_ obliged to ſubſcribe other Ways of Speaking, than Wh 


thoſe of Scripture, for a Teſtimony that they 1 / 
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not forſake or wrong the Scriptures. And what ſhall 
ve lay! Are the H/ords of our Lord Jeſus Chris?, and 
ind which the Holy Ghott teacheth, worle choſen 
ad more liable to be thus interpreted, in Senſes di- 
rely contrary, than the Words of Men! Is it for 
the Honour of the Holy Scripture, or agreeable to its 
Suffciency and Perfection, to inſinuate any thing like 
this? Belides, don't we ſee bow the Words of Hu- 
mane Articles are ſubſcribed every Day, in Senſes 
very different from that of the firſt Compilers? Do 
boot the Scriptures declare, that They are profitable 
bor all Things that may make the Man of God Per- 
%, thoroughly furniſhed to every Good Work ? 2 Tim. 
"Wii. 16, 17. Now as it is one Part of the Work of a 
Man of Go p, to convince Gain-ſayers, the Scripture _ 
ane muſt be ſufficient to furniſh him for this good 
Work; or otherwiſe their Witneſs of themſelves 1s 
alſe 
1 the Subſcribers put in here, and they will tell 
1 That barely to repeat the Words of Scripture, is not 
i explain the Senſe of them, or to ſatisfy others how 
w underſtand them. | 
But this is not altogether true; unleſs our Bre- 
tren will ſet afide that old Rule, that Scripture is 
the bent Expoſitor of Scripture: For allowing this, 
then repeating the Words of one Text, will explain 
ie Words of another; and two Places judicioully 
ud together as Premiſes, will beſt explain a Third, 
hat only mentions the Concluſion. In ſuch Inſtances 
6 theſe, barely to repeat the Words of Scripture, may 
e ſufficient to explain the Senſe of them, and to 
nich others, how we underſtand them. | 


wlications; in which, critical Notes, Paraphras. 
\, Obſervations, Inferences, Iluſtrations, and all ways 
i ſpeaking are allowed, that may convey a Senſe 
{ Divine Truths to the Minds of Men; and im- 
% them upon their Conſciences and Memories ; 

C 3 we 


Were our Brethren here ſpeaking of Miniſterial 
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them. May not the Great Gov juſtly ſay, © i 


© to ſhew ſuch Regards to Mens Words as yd 
s inſiſt on, is what I never required; and it 1s tc 
lay a Stumbling-Block in the Way of Thoſe, who 


we are for making as great Allowances in the Uſe 


of Humane Words as They can be: But ſince what 
they ſay is propoſed in Favour of their Subſcribing 
Humane Compeſitions, as Articles of Faith ; we ate 
ſorry they make ſo little, of barely reciting the Mi 
of Scripture ; as if theſe could no Way be put ty. 
ther to explain their Senſe, or to ſatisfy others iu | 
Point of Faith, but they muſt needs have Recoutſe 
to Nonſcriptural Expreſſions. . 
If it be ſaid, that the Words or Phraſes we think fi 


io uſe in our Miniſterial Explications, we may and 


ſhould Szbſcribe, when our doing ſo will give Stix 
fact,on to any, or ſerve apparently fome good Pur. 
poſes, To this we anſwer ; That we think our (elves 
bound to diſtinguiſh betwixt Words uſed as Hy 
to Edification, and the ſame Words ſet up as a 74 
or Tyal of Mens Faith: Betwixt uſing them ſo a 
to come at the Senſe of the Standard, 7z. e. the Bj 
ble; and making them to become a Standard, to d. 
termine the Senſe of the Bible it ſelf. Or, at leaf 
to determine who They are, that underſtand the B- 
ble ſo as to be admitted to the Work of the Mi 
niſtry, and to the Chriſtian Sacraments, Our Heans 
tremble to think what Anſwer we ſhould make tie 
Great Judge of All, if he ſhouldycall us to an Ac 
count for rejecting any whom He will own, becaul 
we could not bring them to {et their Han: to 
Words which we, or ſuch as we, had contrived i0 


& hath required theſe Things at your Hands? To be 
e lieve my Words in the Holy Scriptures, I have te 
ce quired, and do require, as ever Men hope to be 
t ſaved, and to eſcape the Damnation of Hell; but 


- 


LJ eſteem good and faithful Servants,” 
1 * „ 47 5 FF *4 a Þ Js | 's W #4: 7 


Subſcribing Miniſters REASONS. 21 


Our Brethren may not have ſuch Apprehenſions 
of this Matter as u have, and therefore are not 
chargeable as we ſhould be, if we were to inſiſt 


upon a like Subſcription. 


To return to their Vndication, their 7th Page 
begins thus; AY who bare bear, it ſhould have 
been] the Name of Chriſtians profeſs to believe the 
Scriptures, and are ready to ſubſcribe the Letter of them; 
But when contrary Interpretations are given of the 
ſame Places, a Perſon's bare Subſcribing of the Words 
can be no Diſcrimination. 

As All Chriſtians profeſs to believe the Scripturey 
this makes it the fitter ro be a Rule to Al And 
when any underſtand it wrong, or miſtake the 
Meaning of it, in any important Point, we mult 
endeavour to ſet them Right by explaining the 
Letter and Words of it, and applying the Rule pro- 
perly, not by laying it aſide, or introducing Another. 

The Diſcr:mination ſpoken of by our Brethren, can 
no more be ſecured by the hare Subſcribing of Their 
Words, than the Words of Scripture. Bur what do 
they mean by Diſcrimi nation here? Is it ſomething 
neceſſary to the Church's Edification and Safety, or 
nut neceſſary ? If it be not, then there is no need of 
thoſe inquifirory Ways to find out what had better 
| Never be known; and what probably would never be 

publiſhed, if Matters were wholly put upon the Foot 
of Scripture : If ſuch a Diſcrimination be neceſſary, 
then the Scripture muſt have provided for it, or elfe 
tis not a Perfect Rule, nor ſufficient for all that is 
neceſſary. Diſcriminating, is but another Word for 
crumbling the Church into Parties, when Men ſet up 
unſcriptural Marks of Diſtinction. EE 

And ſince our Brethren do allow, that Articles of 
Faith in Humane Words are to make Diſcrimination ; 
we take the Liberty to add, that they have indeed 
made woeful Ones in all Ages of the Church, and 
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have been complain d of under that very Head, by 
all who have had the Peace of the Church at Heart. 
But whom do they Diſcriminate? Will not diſhoneſt 
Men make as bold with humane Words, and ſubdue 
them to their Senſe,' as much as they would the 
Word of Bop? May not Men ſign the ſame Arti. 
cles, and yet not have the ſame Meaning, nay, have 
a coutrary Meaning? We can hardly think all our 
Brethren who ſubſcrib'd, have the fame Thoughts 
affixed to the ſame Words of their Declaration. 
However, we do notenvy them in the leaſt, ſuch a 
Diſcrimination. | 
The Subſcribers further ſay, Wen many have apo 
ſtatixed from the Faith, it cannot be a ſufficient Evi- 
dence that a Perſon does not hold the like Errors, while 
They that do hold them will ſubſcribe the bare Words of 
Scripture as well as himſelf. For this Reaſon the Church 
of Gop has found it neceſſary to draw up and publiſh 
the Confeſſions of their Paith in other Terms than thoſe 
of Scripture ; not as if They defigned theſe to be the Stan- 
dard of Truth and Error, or that none could be ſound inthe 
Faith, that did not ſubſcribe thoſe individual Words ; but 
as a Declaration what the Compilers took to be the Senſe 
aud Meaning of the Holy Ghoſt, touching thoſe Articles, 
What apoſtazizing from the Faith, our Brethren 
have in their Thoughts here, we ſhall not enquire; 
- we are ſure the Apoſtacy of Others, cannot make it 
reaſonable that any Perſon ſhould be obliged to give 
an Unſcriptural Satisfaction, that He is not gone into 
their Error. And if adhering to the Words of Scrip- 
ture be not allowed a ſufficient Proof of a Regard to 
Truth, we are afraid ſome will ſay of us, that we 
are apoſtatizing from the Common Faith of Prote- 
ſtants. For our parts, we will always diſtinguiſh be- 
tween apoſtatizing from the Faith once delivered ta the 
Saints, and from the Faith which the Opinions of 
Men have ſet up. Let the Confeſſions of the Prote- 
ſtant Churches in ether Terms than thoſe of * 
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be extoll'd by our Brethren as much as they pleaſe; 
yet ſtill we muſt declare, it is not the Coafeſſion of 
France, or Holland, of England, or Scotland, or any 
of the reit of them, but the BIBLE, that ſhall be our 
Religion, and that alone. There is not only a very 
plain Fault in the Language, but ſomething very odd 
in the Senſe of this Paſſage, The Cuvxcy of Gon 
has found it neceſſary to draw up and publiſh the Coufeſ- 
fons of THEIR Faith in other Terms than thoſe of Scrip- 
ture, If the Church of God in General be here ſpoken 
of, there is no Confeſſion drawn up by that, nor for it, 
but the Scripture it ſelf : We therefore conceive it is 
the CHuRcHzs of Gop that muſt be meant. And 
theſe Churches that have drawn up their Confeſſions 
referr'd. to, are National Churches, and their Confeſſions 
are drawn up by em as National Churches, in which 
reſpe& we did not expect our Brethren would have 
called them Churches of Chriſt: And will they be for- 
ward in this Senſe to call them the Church of Gop ? 
However, ſo they write upon this Occaſion ; All ſeem 
to be ſpoken of, deſignedly as one and the ſame, in this 
Practice of drawing up Confeſſions in other Terms than 
thoſe of Scripture. We are very ſenſible how much 
this has been the common Practice; but we cannot 
think one whit the better of it, for having ſo general- 
ly prevaild : By the Proteſtant's . Confeſſions, we ſee 
bow far each Church has reformed from Popery ; but 
by the Uſe that is ill made of them, we find that 
none of theſe Churches have gone far enough: Nor 
will the Reformation be compleat, till the Firs? Prin. 
ple of it [Every Man's Right of Judging for himſelf} 
be more thoroughly ſtudied, and with greater Con- 
fitency come up to, in al things. The Foundation of 
Pipery remains, let never ſo many Reforming Steps be 
taken, and never ſo many Orthodox Confeſſions be 
dawn up, if ſtill one Man pretends to judge for an- 
(ther, ſo as to uſe all his Power and Influence to con · 
ſrain others to ſubſcribe his Words and Opinions, or tO 
conform to his Ways and Worſbip. Our 
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Our Brethren may, for Themſelves, and for the 
Compilers of the Confeſſions they ſpeak of, diſclaim the 
Defign of making Humane Words a STANDARD of Truth 
and Error; but till we ſee them diſclaim, that Diſcrimi. 
nating Uſe which is made of them, and every thin 
that tends to Cenſure, Reproach, and any kind of Injury, 
merely for not ſubſcribing ſuch Words; and till we 
find Articles of Faith in Scripture- Expreſſions received 
as well, and thoſe who keep to the Words of Scrip- 
ture, treated as friendly as the Subſcribers of Human: 
Forms, we cannot allow them to paſs for any thing 
leſs than STanDakrDs ; our Brethren well know the 
Threatnings that were uſed by ſome of them to have 
brought us to the late Subſcription; the Anſwers that 
were given by others to our Propoſal of declaring in 
Seripture-Terms ; they cannot but fee the Natural A. 
ſpect and Tendency of their own Subſcribing ; and the 
common Senſe of the World does make what they have 
done, a STANDARD and TEST; yea, They them- 
ſelves, ſome of them, ſtill go on talking, as if we 
muſt at last be brought to ſubſcribe their Paper, or lie 
under the Imputation of Herefy, notwithſtanding all 
our Declarations. And are not their Humane Words 
ſer up as a STaxDa RD? | 

We allow, that the Word, of any Tranſlation of 
Scripture are not of Divine Inſpiration ; and there- 
fore we never pretended to ſet up the Words of 
Tranſlations any further than as they could be proved 
to have the ſame Signification with the Words of the 
-- age Text; but, is there not a vaf? Difference be- 
twixt Humane Words, as employed in a literal and 

exati Tranſlation of the Words of the Holy Gho#t ; and, 

Humane Words employ'd to convey the Senſe which 

fome Men have had, of the very Doctrines and Truths 
emſclves, revealed by the Holy Ghoſt? Whatever 

| Words truly expreſs the Senſe of the Holy Ghoſt, 
- we readily allow to carry in them a Doctrine of Di. 


vine Inſpiration, andthe contrary to it muſt be e 
| e 
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ef dangerous Error. But then we think, that no 
Words are ſo ft, ot ſo likely to expreſs the Senſe of 
the Holy Gholt, as the Words even of a Tranſlati- 
u of Scripture, where it is just and approved. 
The Subſcribers again plead for themſelves ; 1? 
will be allowed poſſible for all wiſe and good Men 10 
expreſs theſe Articles of Faith, with ſo much Clearneſs 
ad Plainneſs, as that Others may not be able to do it 
more to their particular Satisfaction n Words of their 
byn chuſing : And in ſuch a Caſe, what ſhould hin- 
der their Subſcribing them as freely as if they themſelves 
had Originally framed hm? 
To this we ſhall only ſay ; that we have owned 
the zſe of Articles and Summaries of Religion; but 
we diſlike Subſcribing them as Teſts of Faith, or ma- 
king them Marks of Diſtinction; not deſiring that a- 
ny ſuch Regards ſhould be paid to Humane Words, 
whether our bn or other Mens. We would not thus 
{em to Countenance Any, as able to ſpeak more 
juſtly and exacthh the Mind and Will of the Divine 
Bring, than He has any where in his own Word 
thought fit to do hmmnſeif. | 
The Vindication next mounts up into a Charge, and 
a very heavy one againſt ſome Body or Other ; [t 
dſerves Confideration, That thoſe who are ſo ſtrict for de- 
uaring their Faith only in Scripture Terms, are forward 
engh, and find it neceſſary at other Times to make aſe 
f different Expreſſions, when they endeavour to propas 
pate a Scheme that (as we conceive) has neither in 
Words nor Senſe any Foundation in the Scripttres ; 
which-cannot but give to many, Ground of Suſpicion that 
their Plea in this Caſe is uſed as a means to cover their 
real Sentiments at a Seaſon when they find it not ſo con- 
rentenit publickly to own them. 
If this be deſigned to inſinuate that any among. 
u have propagated a Scheme which has not either, 
n Words or Suſe any Foundation in Scripture, the 
nſinvation is injurons and 6 And we can- 


nor 
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not help ſaying further, that whether our Brethren 


deſigned this ſhould be applied to any of us againſt 


whom they are vindicating themſelves, or not; yet 


they have writ in a manner that will almoſt una. 
voidably lead Others, who know not the State of the 
Caſe, into an 21 Opinion of us. Tis however a 82. 
tisfaction to us to be able to ſay, this is a Charge we 
do not deſerve; and (to uſe our Brethrens own Words 
in p. 19 of their Vindication) “ if they Enou of any 
e that are Guilty, and upon brotherly Application to 
© them had not received reaſonable Satisfaction, they 
ce ſhould have mentioned them by name. Such general lj. 
& ſinuations only tend to make the :nnocent as much ſuſ. 
e pected as the Guilty”. It were to be wiſh'd that our 

Brethren would ſhew us, what that Scheme is which 


they are ſo continually referring to, and inſinuating ſo 


many frightful Things about; and then fairly prove 
who they are that endeavour to propagate this Scheme, 
This we think may very juſtly be expected from Per. 
ſons who boaſt ſo much of their Openneſs and Sin 
cerity. | 5 

For they tell us; we think They act the moſt ſincere 
and becoming Part both as Chriſtians and Miniſters, who 
freely declare to their Hearers what their real Sentiments 
are in theſe great Points, upon their defiring it of them 
in an humble and reſpectful manner. It ſeems ſtrange 
0 us, that any without being defired, ſhould in ſome 
Companies be very free in expreſſing their Sentiments up- 
on theſe Matters; and yet live in Diſguiſe and be always 
upon the Reſerve with thoſe who are moſt concerned 
20 kEnou what their real Faith is. 

The Part which our Brethren think the moſt fincere 
and becoming, is the Part we act. We do freelydeclare 
to our Hearers, and all with whom we are concern- 
ed, both in the Pulpit and in Converſation, what 
our Senſe is as to the great Points mention'd Tho 
we are not for ſubſcribing human Forms, or mingling 


Satyr,and Suſpicious of Hereſy concerning our Brethren, 
| | , N 
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in what we ſay. And if Any, not of our Number, u- 
{cd a Freedom undeſired with a few familiar Friends, 
which might be in order to further Light and Satis- 
faction; let Them juſtify their Conduct, who have 
ated as if They thought a Heretick was not only to 
be admoniſhed and rejected, but that even Faith was not 
10 le kept with ſuch. = Þ 
As for our ſelves, we have acted ſo free and fincere 
2 Part in declaring our real Sentiments, that we can 
| truſt to that for our Juſtification, even without ſigning 
2 Declaration as our Bretbren have done. Our 
Hearers did not dere this; nor, ſince it has been 
put into their Heads, do they inſiſt upon it: We find 
the molt learned, and ſenſible of them, intirely ap- 
prove of our Refuſal; and others wiſely decline trou- 
bling themſelves about our Debates one way or the 
other : And this, after ſeveral Methods uſed, and 
Tamperings with many, to create Jealouſies concern- 
ing us. The People don't know how ſoon they may 
have Tefts brought to Them, if their Miniſters ſhould 
be forced to Subſcribe them. And then theſe good!y 
Ezpedients may help to break all the Churches to pieces, 
as well as to divide the Miniſters. Tho' in a Congre- 
pation of Five Hundred there may not be one Arian; 
yet it but Two Hundred of them refuſe to Sign Human 
Forms when offered to them; (becauſe they know no 
ſuch Honour due to Man's Words, and dare not 
Countenance what ſeems to derogate from the Suf- 
feiency of the Scripture ;) We ſuppoſe the Non Sub- 
ribers mult paſs by ſome hard name, and by ignorant 
tople be called Arias, and this is the new invent- 
d Method to ſtop the growth of Arianiſm. Who 
oes not ſee the Advantage hereby given to the Arians, 
ndthe Service that is done to their Cauſe, inſtead of 
eakening and overthrowing it? | 
Aſter this, our Brethren acquaint the World what 
boſe Humane Words are, They in the preſent Caſe. 
[eterr'd to any Mord of Scripture: We have choſen 
2 L 
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to make the Declaration of our Faith iy the Ward, if 
the Firlt Article of the Church of ENGL ANN adj; 
Anſwers to the fifth and fixth Queſtions of the Aſſen. 
blies Catechiſm, for the following Reaſons, 
They were drawn up by Men of great Learning au 
- Piety, ſome of them glorious Inſtruments in % Rg. 
FORMATION; All of them hearty Friends of tefgr. 
med CHRISTIANI TI, in oppoſition to Popyyy, 
The DRECLARATITON in both its Parts, is what wy 
tale to be intirely agreeable to the Holy Scripture 
and to the Confeſſions of all the Reformed Churches. 
The Character, our Brethren here give, of Tai 
who drew up the Nord they have Subſcribed, does 
not, after all their Encomiums, prove them to be 
more than fallible Men; and that we think is rei. 
ſon enough, why their Words ſhould not have been 
choſen before the Words of Scriptxre, which wer 
written by Men infallibly inſpired by the Hoh Glif, 
The more glorious Inſtruments they have been of 20 
Good to the World, the more Danger there is i 
making any of their Declarations a Teſt of Truth 
They were Men of great Learning and Piety ; whit 
then? Will this juſtify an apprehenſion that they at 
better able to expreſs a Matter of Faith, (i. e. mor 
ſafely and more exattly,) than Matthew, Mark, Luk 
John, Paul and Peter? To ſay that their Words at 
#ntirely agreeable to thoſe of the inſpired Writers, wi 
not, in our Opinion, juſtify a chooſing to ſubſcrid 
them rather than the Words of Scripture ; or (01 
to make a Diſcrimination by them, which the Sci 
ture has not made. 1 DR ED; 
Each part of their Declaration muſt however! 
juſtified diſtinctly: Me are obliged, ſay our Bretitel 
50 ſubſeribe the Article, as the Condition of our ei 
zg the Benefit of the legal Toleration ; 4ud then 
were willing to ſatisfy the Gove KNMEvT, that #8 
did not prevaricate in our firſt Subſcription, fo we cal 


Finue eil of the ſame Mind. 8 
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ment, as we doubt not our Brethren will allow ; 
then we ſay, the GavexnMment did not want, or 
defire any ſuch Sati faction from us, on this Head, 
They thought what we had formerly done was ſuf- 
ficient, till we openly diſavowed and cantradicted it, 
We know who They were, both in the Houſe of 
Lords and Commons, that would have brought us to 
a freſh Declaration: Bat, as the Government did 
not think fit ro countenance their Attempt; we 
thought (if the Government muſt be brought into 
this Matter) that We ſhew'd more regard to it by 
refuſing, than our Brethren did by propoſing and com- 
plying with a neu Subſcription. We know not what 
our Bret hren may have, but we are ſure N have no 
ſuch particular Obligation to the movers of that Teſt in 
both Houſes, as to induce us to fall in with it of 
pur own accord, to gratify Them. 

However, let the Government here ſpoken of mean 


. 


job as qur Brethren pleaſe, yet the Courſe they have 


taken will not prove, That they were 0 Prevari: 


cators in their Firſ# Subſcription, Or that they 
wow Subſcribe with the ſame Mind. Thoſe who 
might think 'em Prevaricators before, may as well 
think em ſo at preſent : Inſincere Men may preva- 
ricate Twice as well as Quce, Nay, tho' They ſhould 


be ſuppoſed ſincere and upright zow, it will not 


prove that They were ſo, Ten, Twenty, or Thirty Years 
agone. And ſuppoſe Any ſhould not continue juſt of 


© * 


the ſame Mind that they were ſo many Tears ago, it 


will not follow that in what they did then, They 


prevaricared. Nor will ſubſcribing the ſame Morde 


twice 


— 
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twice, at any diſtance of Time, prove that there ig 
juſt the ſame Mind, or the ſame Thoughts as to thoſe 
Words. So that to turn our Brethrens Reaſons, for 
Subſcribing the Firſt Article of the Church of Eng. 
laud at preſent, which way one will, yet they ate 
not fitted to anſwer the End propoſed, i. e. to give 
Sutisfattion. | | 
Next they offer their Reaſous for ſubſcribing the 
tuo Anſwers in the Aſſemblies Catechiſm, Thus; 
, De Anſwers to the Queſtions contain the very ſame 
| Doctrine [with the Article] and almoſt in the ſame Mord.. 
This, we think a Reaſon why our Brethren needed 
not to have ſubſcribed them, inſtead of being a 
Reaſon why they ſhould. ty 
Again; They [the Anfwers] have been lool d upon as 
a Teſtimony of our Agreemenr with the Eſtabliſh'd 
Church, and with the Reſt of the Reformed Churches 
in this grand Article.. 

As to this we have ſpoken our Minds before: 
ſee p. 22. 23. We only add, That we are ſure of an 
Agreement with all Chriſtian Churches, not only in the 
Doctrine of the Trinity, but every other Doctrine con. 
cerning which They believe a right, when we keep 
ftriftly to the Expreſſions of Scripture : And this ap- 
pears to us the on) Center of Unity, and the only 
way of azreeing in Declarations of Faith, that ſhall 
render the Chriſtian Churches ſafe and happy. 

Tis further urged ; And They [the Anſwers in the 
Catechiſm] are what our People are beſt acquainted 
with, and which we uſually teach, and recommend 10 them 
and their Children; and therefore are doubtleſs molt 
likely to give them Satisfaftion concerning te Soundnels 
of our Faith. | | 

Wonderful ! our People are happily prejudiced 
in favour of theſe humane Words, by being taught 
them in their Childheod, and brought up with a 
Veneration for them: Therefore (mark Reader) here 
is an Evidence that may ſatisfy the People 5 * 
| ound . 
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Kundus t of our Brethrens Faith, that they have Sub- 
rribed theſe words of their Catechiſm. There is alſo 
an Evidence of ſomething elſe which we need not 
ention. 5 
7 This Catechiſm is what we teach our Children, and 
recommend to Others, as well as our Brethren; and 
to keep it in its proper Place, and to its proper Uſe 
as a Catechiſm, is to anſwer the End of our recom- 
mending and teaching it; and tis well known, that 
we generally give our ows Explications of it where 
we teach it: But ſhall that which is only to be uſed 
as a Means of Inſtruction, be ſet up as a Te of 
Faith? Shall that which every Miniſter has a Right 
to Explain as he ſees fit, be ſubſcribed at once with- 


wt any Explication; and that in an Anſwer that needs 


Explication, perhaps more than any other, and more 
then any Text in the Bible concerning the Doctrine of 
which it ſpeaks ? hc,” „„ 

The next Reaſon aſſign'd by our Brethren for 
their Subſcribing, is, to us, very ſurprixing: It runs 
thus; And becanſe an Uniformity as go Words in 
tr Declaration, mus have its Uſe and Adrantages; 
we had Reaſon to hope Theſe would. be as unexcepti- 
onable as any, and that we ſhould more eaſily come 
into an Agreement about them, than in any others we 
could have fix'd upon, tho drawn. up by our ſelves. 

Uxiror miTY ! — That Idol, to which ſo ma- 
ny Families have been ſacrificed, and for which ſo 
much Blood has been ſhed ; That turn'd out our 
Fire-fathers, and has torn the Church in Pieces in 
al Ages. We hope our Brethren will forgive us, 
that we are thus ſtruck at their founding a Reaſon for 
what they have done, upon a Notion of Unifer= 
vi in any thing merely Humane: What is here 
propoſed, we think as unlikely to be attained, as 
any thing of that Nature that has by Others been 
pretended to. A Uniformity, as to Words, is as little 
o be expected as a Uniformity in Rites and a 8 

. n 
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And we cannot fee what Arguments our Brethren 
can produce for Uniformity in Words of Declarini. 
ont, that may not be'pleaded for Uniformity in Mord 
of Prayer. _ VVV ; 
It is allow'd that our Brethren only ſay Uniformit 
as to Words muſt have irs Uſe and Advantages ; how: 
ever, we do not think the Advantage great enough 
to be made an Argument for ' ſubſcribing Humane 
Words as an Article of Faith. Nor can this become 
a received and prevailing Notion, without manifeſt 
Danger of all the Evils abovemention' d: If the 
Magiſtraty and the Government come to make De. 
mands, upon this Perſwaſion, We know what muſt 
follow a Refuſal to comply w them. We appre- 
hend the Diſadvamage is much Weater than the Ad: 
vantage even at preſent: As hereby that Light is 
hindered, which might be ſtruck out By uſing a Yu" þ 
riet of Words; and if Men could be eaſy and cha- 
ritable, and act more like Chriſtians, no Confuſions 
need to ariſe from hence? And then, enquiring aſtet 
Truth, and ſtating it different Ways, ſuits different 
Capacities and Ap ne and tends to increaſe 
the Number of Believers, as well as to give the 
greater Comfort, and the better Eſtabliſhment to Thoſe 
that do believe. But if Uniformity, as to Words, has 
any. Advantages, we think they all lie on the ſide of 
Seripture Words, not of any ohEꝭ r. 2 
: "And fo when our Need A e n 
y ſaying, we are not ſo fond of onr d Com poſaren d 
zo ſubſtitute them in the room of others, which have. alf 
ſo generally and ſo long approved: We fhall Aen. 
' clude this Reply by declaring, That we are not ſo 
fond either of our own: Compoſures, or any other Mus 
as to ſubſtitute them in the Room of the Words of 
Scripture, which have been ſo uuverſalhj received, aud 
ſo much longer than any Humane Articlesand Forms of 
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